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taken pleasure in seeing, in all the regions of this
country, the Faith respected, and the Christians glory-
ing in that name which was in reproach there only a
very few years ago. As for me, I would never have
believed that I could see, after fifty years of labor,
the tenth part of the piety, the virtue, and [25] the
holiness of which I have everywhere been witness in
the visits that I have made to these Churches, which
have been arising in the midst of Infidelity. It has
been a most heartfelt joy to me, to see the diligence
of the Christians, which anticipated the Sunrise, in
order to come to the public prayers, and how these
poor people, harassed with toil, would come in a
crowd before night, to render new homage to God;
to see the children imitate the piety of their fathers,—
accustoming themselves, at that innocent age, to offer
to God their pains, their griefs, and their little labors.
Often little girls, going into the forest to cut some
firewood there, have no more delightful conversation
than to say their Rosaries; and, with a holy emula-
tion, they take all their pleasure in seeing who might
surpass her little companions in this piety. But what
has most delighted me is to see that the sentiments
of the Faith have so far entered these hearts, which
we formerly called Barbarian, that I may truthfully
say that grace has stifled in many of them the fears,
the desires, the joys, and the feelings of Nature.

A little child of six years was extremely [26] sick
in the Mission of saint Michel. His mother was
unable to contain her tears, seeing the excess of his
pain, and the approach of death to this her only son.
“ My mother,”” said to her this child, ‘‘ why do you
weep? your tears will not give me back my health;
but rather let us pray to God together, so that I may



